Our Students, Your Children, Everyone\u27s Future: Parents Philanthropy Council drives support for exceptional education by Roark, Scott
    
 
 
     
     
       
 
      
        
 
 
        
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
  
        
            
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
in october 2007, Klay took lewis, donoghue and Ward to
Cern to test a prototype of the eMCal. The prototype was placed
into the beam line of a lower-energy accelerator, and the students
helped collect data for one week. The test was a success. Cern
published a paper on the research, co-authored by the students. 
Physics students Christopher Brown and Brandon Boswell 
later joined the group. over the summer, they went with Ward 
and Klay to Cern to work on the eMCal and undergo train­
ing on a complex computer program that will analyze the 
massive amounts of computer data collected in aliCe. 
Brown, Boswell and Ward presented some of their research on
the project at the annual meeting of the american Physical soci­
ety’s division of nuclear Physics in oakland  in late october. 
and Klay said Cal Poly’s involvement in the large hadron 
Collider and aliCe will continue. she hopes to add more stu­
dents to the group and already is planning a trip to the collider 
in summer 2009. 
“i don’t think Cal Poly has ever been involved in an experi­
ment of this magnitude,” Klay said. “What it says is, ‘We can 
do it here at our institution.’ ” 
cAUTIoN IN WoNDERlAND 
b Y  M A T T l A Z I E R  
soMe PeoPle Fear the uncertainty of from around the world. 

the large hadron Collider and its aim to so far, the group has published two anthologies of papers 

recreate the aftermath of the Big Bang – and has presented research at several conferences. as well, 

with a few hypothesizing that the device will its research team received $250,000 in grants from the u.s. 

create microscopic black holes that could, national science Foundation in 2006 to study human en-

possibly, swallow up the earth. hancement and nanotechnology. The studies are being done 

Patrick lin, a visiting professor of phi- at dartmouth and Western Michigan university. as the group 
losophy at Cal Poly, thinks a doomsday sce- moves forward, lin hopes to strike a better balance between 
nario is highly unlikely. he just wants to be academic work and a broader presence – getting the word out 
sure the possibility isn’t ignored. in mainstream media. 
Patrick lin 
“it feels like some scientists are underplaying the possible “i’m not sure how much good it does to write a paper if only 
risks,” lin said. “even if the risk of catastrophe is one in 50 10 other people are going to see it,” he said. “The ultimate goal 
million, the world is literally at stake.” is to get people to think and engage.” 
it’s an opinion lin holds of all science and technology – a Meanwhile, he is working with about 30 other professors 
belief that led him to co-found The nanoethics Group, a non- in several disciplines at Cal Poly in the ethics and emerging 
partisan collection of experts from around the world promot- technologies Working Group. The group is working on navy­
‘iT feels like some scienTisTs are underplaying The possible risks…even if The 
risk of caTasTrophe is one in 50 million, The world is liTerally aT sTake’ 
ing discussions of ethics and emerging technologies. funded research with collaborators at yale, rutgers and indi­
lin stressed that the group, based with him at Cal Poly, is ana university on the military’s use of autonomous robots. 
not anti-technology. “We like to think of ourselves as being in lin hopes the group can put on conferences and start a lecture 
the middle of the spectrum,” lin said. “technology is develop- series at Cal Poly. and he is teaching a new course in the upcom­
ing at such a rapid clip that we’re inventing things faster than ing winter quarter on nanoethics. in the longer term, he hopes
we can consider their impacts. We want to raise issues of pos- the group can become a full-fledged center at Cal Poly. The cam­
sible concern with the advance of technology, to try to look at pus provides a perfect mix of academic disciplines and is strategi­
issues in a more measured, sensible and grounded way.” cally placed between san Francisco and los angeles, he said. 
lin earned a doctorate degree in philosophy from uC santa For more on The nanoethics Group, visit www.nanoeth-
Barbara in 1997. he formed The nanoethics Group in 2003 ics.org. For more on the ethics and emerging technologies 
with professors from dartmouth College and Western Michi- Working Group, visit http://ethics.calpoly.edu. For more on 
gan university. he is the group’s research director. its advisory lin’s thoughts on the large hardon Collider, visit www.new­
board includes 36 professors, researchers and other experts timesslo.com/commentary/994/armageddon-it/. 
oUR sTUDENTs, 
YoUR chIlDREN, 
EVERYoNE’s FUTURE 
PARENTs PhIlANThRoPY
coUNcIl DRIVEs sUPPoRT FoR
ExcEPTIoNAl EDUcATIoN 
b Y s c o T T R o A R K  
the Cal Poly student
Body is a critical piece of our so­
ciety’s potential, shaping the lead­
ers, innovators and world citizens 
of tomorrow. 
Parents more than anyone un­
derstand this. Many have joined the 
effort for critical private support as 
members of the newly formed Parents Philanthropy Council, 
with a focus on maintaining and increasing the exceptional value
of a Cal Poly education. 
“The Parents Philanthropy Council was formed to educate 
parents about the importance of private support for Cal Poly and
leslie Daniels (above), Karen Fisher (below) 
council hopes to reinforce and expand on that record. during 
their student’s time at Cal Poly, parents will receive letters and 
phone calls from students and parents, seeking support for the 
Cal Poly Parent Fund.    
one parent and council member is leslie daniels, who cur­
rently has two sons, Thomas and daniel logue, attending Cal 
Poly. “More than state funding is needed to cover the entire 
cost of educating our students,” said daniels, who serves as the 
council’s regional chair for the Bay area. “Generous donations 
help fund scholarships, programs, projects, laboratories and 
other resources for our students.” 
another council member is Karen Fisher, the council’s region­
al chair for the Central Valley. Fisher’s husband, ron, earned his
cal poly has The highesT giving level from parenTs of any of The 23 csu campuses
 
how it enhances their students’ education,” said Cal Poly Vice
President of advancement sandra ogren. “it also provides an 
opportunity to raise funds that support the student experience at 
Cal Poly, engaging parents as key volunteers for the campus.” 
approximately 10 percent of the university’s budget comes 
from private gifts and donations, a percentage that is expected 
to rapidly increase in the coming years due to dwindling state 
support. This comes as the global marketplace becomes in­
creasingly competitive. 
last year, parents gave approximately 7,800 gifts to Cal Poly 
totaling just over $1.8 million. Cal Poly has the highest giv­
ing level from parents of any of the 23 Csu campuses. The 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Cal Poly. Their son, Blake, 
and daughter, Becca, are current students. “Cal Poly is very spe­
cial to my family. i hope that it will become, or continue to be, an
important part of everyone’s family as well,” she said. 
The formation of the parent’s council comes on the heels of the 
also newly formed student Philanthropy Council, the first orga­
nization of its kind in Cal Poly’s history. it involves student lead­
ers in philanthropic projects, educates students about the benefits
of private support, and promotes an awareness and appreciation
of philanthropy among students. The student philanthropy coun­
cil establishes a line of communication between Cal Poly Founda­
tion Board members, alumni and students. 
The Parent’s Philanthropy Council has seven founding members, and more are joining to volunteer and help 
spread the word. For more information, contact Anne harris, director of campaign and donor relations, at 
805-756-7468 or anharris@calpoly.edu. 
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